
You’ve cooked up quite a landscape and now you’re ready to reap your reward.  Fill out the application and questionnaire below. 
Mail the completed application to: SAWS Conservation-Watersaver Landscape Rebate, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298-2449

Customer Information

Customer Name

SAWS Account Number

Address

Day Phone Email Address:

Are you a homeowner? (Only homeowners are eligible) � Yes � No

Check All That Apply And Sign The Rebate Application:
Your Lot Size (Lot size will be verified through Bexar County Appraisal District records): 

Have you preserved at least 30% of your lot in existing native habitat? � Yes          � No

Do you have an irrigation system? � Yes          � No

___ If required, I agree to have a free SAWS irrigation system check-up, which I must pass to qualify for rebate.

___ My entire yard, front and back, meet the landscape requirements and it is installed.

___ I have less than 50% of my landscape in drought tolerant turf (buffalo, Bermuda, or zoysia).

___ I have at least 4” inches of soil under my turf.

___ I have one or two shade trees in my yard depending on my lot size.

___ All shrubs and flowers in my landscape are on the SAWS approved list.

___ No more than 5% of my landscape is planted in annuals (including vegetable gardens).

___ I understand that SAWS can review my water bills and inspect my property now and in the future for program evaluation.

___ I agree to maintain my landscape in a water efficient manner and comply with all local ordinances regarding the use of water.

___ In accepting this rebate and advice regarding landscape practices I acknowledge that SAWS is in no way responsible for the 
condition of my landscape or plumbing on my side of the meter now or in the future. 

___ I understand that I can only apply one time for this program for this property. If this property already received any 
SAWS landscape rebate in part or full, it is not eligible.   

___ If I am applying for a premium rebate, I am promising to keep the native area preserved and/or not to install an 
in-ground irrigation system.

___ I understand that rebate amounts and program rules are subject to change. I have checked www.saws.org to determine 
that this is a current program application.

Signature Date

Recipe For a Great Yard.
Follow this basic recipe and add some of your own ingredients 
such as pervious pathways, patios, trestles and decks and you’re on
your way to a gourmet landscape. 

To either a new or an existing landscape add:
• A good amount of native and well adaptive plants – to taste.

• Plant for every season.There are great watersaver plants for each  
season of the year. 

• 2 to 4 inches of mulch in beds (mulch should not come in contact  
with tree trunks).

• 4 to 6 inches soil.

• A handful of maintenance.

• A little turf if needed.

• A little water, mainly in the summer and right after planting new  
plants. Generally, the less turf the less water needed. 

• A good shade tree or two – if you’re lucky this came with your 
landscape as an existing tree.

The Balanced Design Idea.
Put your landscape on a diet with the “One Third” approach 
to landscape design. Plan to have 1/3 turf, 1/3 planting beds, 
and 1/3 hardscape. When possible, choose pervious hardscapes 
over impervious ones such as concrete patios or mortared brick. 
Pervious hardscapes are constructed to let water penetrate the
ground. Good examples are flagstone set in sand, wooden decks, 
or decomposed granite pathways. When deciding on where to place
turf think about what you are going to use it for and install it only
where it meets a need. Be sure to choose the right variety for the 
conditions like sun and foot traffic.

Create a watersaver landscape and enjoy 
a lot of color while saving a lot of green.

Application 

Go Ahead, Go Wild.
Imagine butterflies filling your backyard with moving color, or witness
the arrival of birds settling in for the winter.  You can add ingredients to
your gourmet landscape and turn it into a feast for wildlife too. 

The basic ingredients to a great wildscape:

Food – Select plants that provide a variety of seeds, buds, fruit, nectar
and pollen. Winter food is especially important so include plants with
berries.

Water – Water! Yes, water. You’ll be saving so much water from reduced
irrigation needs that you can afford to have a bird bath, shallow-wide
brimmed dish or pond. Place water away from thick brush so birds can’t
be ambushed by the neighbor’s cat.

Cover – Wildlife needs shelter. Densely branched shrubs, understory, 
hollow logs, small brush piles and trees of various sizes provide feeding,
cover and nesting opportunities for many species.

A Place to Raise Young – To complete your habitat, provide special
areas for courtship and a place to raise young.  Bird houses and nesting
shelves are good in the absence of dense cover. Also, be sure to keep cats
inside, especially during the spring when baby birds are fledgling.

Predation vs. Pesticides – A carefully planned wildscape will have 
no need for pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers.  Select and maintain
pest resistant plants. Native plants generally have fewer pest problems.
Use organic gardening techniques. Learn to recognize and care for your
natural pest controllers - ladybugs, wasps, birds and bats. If you must
intervene, hand remove pests, or spray with water.  If you must use 
pesticides, start with the least toxic and use with care.  They not only
kill “bad” bugs but good ones too and also contribute to pollution in
our rivers, creeks and ground water when misused. Control weeds with
liberal mulching, dense planting and proper soil care. 

Watersaver Landscape
Rebate.
Watersaver Landscapes are lush and green, full of color and texture,
providing an interesting retreat for humans and wildlife alike, while
contributing to solutions in water conservation efforts.  

Watersaver Landscape Rebate Requirements:

• Must be a SAWS customer.

• The entire landscape must meet the requirements.

• No more than 50% of the landscape may be planted in turf. 
Turf can be Bermuda, buffalo or zoysia varieties only. 

• A minimum of 4”of soil must be present under turf.

• Shrubs and flowers must be selected from an extensive plant list 
approved by SAWS . Go to www.saws.org or call 704-SAVE for more 
information.  

• If a permanent irrigation system is installed it must pass a free 
Irrigation Check-up performed by SAWS to receive a rebate. 
For  more information on irrigation system requirements go to 
www.saws.org\conservation.

• A minimum of one shade tree selected from an approved tree list 
found at www.saws.org\conservation for lots less than 8000 sq. ft 
and  two shade trees in larger lots are required.  With any luck 
you’ll have existing trees on your lot . They count, protect them 
if you can. 

• No more than 5% of your landscape may be planted in annuals 
or unapproved plants (including vegetables). 

• Sign up for the Seasonal Irrigation Program (SIP). For more 
information on SIP, go to www.saws.org/conservation/sip.

Bonus for saving water:
Once your landscape is approved, you will receive information in the
mail on how you can earn a bonus based on successful water savings.
SAWS Conservation staff will track your water use each month and 
will send you an email detailing your water usage and whether you
are on track to receive your bonus at the end of a year of proven
water savings.

Recipe For A Rebate.
1. Complete your Watersaver Landscape.

2. Fill out the application and return to: 
SAWS Conservation-Watersaver Landscape Rebate
P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298-2449

3.  SAWS Conservation Staff will call to schedule your landscape 
audit. If you have an in-ground permanent irrigation system 
it will be checked at this time and you must be present.

4.  If you have an irrigation system you must sign up for the 
Seasonal Irrigation Program (SIP) in order to be eligible for 
the gift certificate and any future bonus rebate.

5.  Receive a $100 gift certificate to local participating nursery’s.
Refer to chart below to estimate your future rebate amount 
after a year of proven water savings.

Preserved Native
If you have good native habitat on your property, you have plants 
that require no special care- they’ve been doing well without you for 
years. Keep as much as you can. Be careful not to disturb the soil 
during construction and keep the understory (small plants and trees 
that grow under larger trees). If you leave at least 30% of your lot 
undisturbed with native habitat you will qualify for a Premium 
Bonus. Go to www.saws.org/conservation or call 704-SAVE for 
more information on native habitat.

<6000

6001-10000

10001-20000

>20000

* Preserved native does not mean newly planted native plants. 
It means existing, established native trees, understory and 
associated soils left undisturbed.

Lot Size 
in 

Acres

Lot Size 
in 

Square Feet

Premium
Bonus 

(no irrigation system
and/or 

30% preserved native)

*

Watersaver Landscape Rebate Table

Standard
Bonus

(irrigation system 
present and/or 

no preserved native)

0.13 or less

0.14 - 0.23

0.24 - 0.46

0.47 or more

$100

$100

$100

$100

Gift
Certificate

Amount

$150

$200

$250

$300

$50

$100

$150

$200

(required for communication regarding water usage for bonus rebate)



1. Planning & Design:

Did you have assistance in designing your Watersaver Landscape?      � I did my own.  

� Used a landscape company.   Name of Company 

2. Soil:
Did you improve your soil? � Yes      � No If yes, how?

Do you have at least 4 inches of soil under your turf? � Yes      � No

3. Turf Use: 
How much turf do you now have in your landscape?

� More than 50%         � 50%       � 40%      � 30%      � 20%      � 10%      � None

What kind of turf do you have?   � Bermuda       � Zoysia       � Buffalo       � St. Augustine      � Other

4. Hardscape Use:
How much hardscape do you have in your landscape?

� More than 50%         � 50%       � 40%      � 30%      � 20%      � 10%      � None

Of the percentage above, how much is pervious hardscape? (Water can run through it.)

� More than 50%         � 50%       � 40%      � 30%      � 20%      � 10%      � None

5. Irrigation:
How often do you water your landscape in the Spring/Summer?

� Never        � Daily       � 3 Times a Week     � Once a Week      � Twice a Month      � Once a Month

How often do you irrigate your landscape in the Fall/Winter?

� Never        � Daily       � 3 Times a Week     � Once a Week      � Twice a Month      � Once a Month

How do you primarily water your landscape?

� In-ground Permanent Irrigation System ____ Set  to Manual Control   ____ Set to Automatic Control

� Drip System ____ Manual from hose bib  ____ Controller on Manual  ____Controller on Automatic

� Hose-End Sprinkler

� Hand Held Hose

6. Additional Information:
Describe planned use of pesticides and/or herbicides, if any (See Community Resources Section for disposal requirements)

How long have you lived at this address?

How many people currently reside in your home?

Number of bathrooms?

Watersaver Landscape Rebate
Saving water and money, landscaping has never looked prettier.

Questionnaire

For more information visit the SAWS website at www.saws.org/conservation or call 704-SAVE.

2800 US Hwy 281N • P.O. Box 2449 • San Antonio, TX 78298-2449

Please fill out the general questionnaire below

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper.
Printed using environmentally friendly, vegetable oil-based ink.

More Ways SAWS Can Help.
Just a little SIP.
The SAWS Seasonal Irrigation Program (SIP) provides you with 
lawn watering advice based on the needs of your landscape and 
current weather conditions. You can register online at 
www.saws.org/conservation/sip to receive a weekly e-mail or phone
message with SIP advice personalized for your grass type, sun 
exposure and watering day. This weekly SIP advice is also 
printed every Saturday in the S.A. Life section of the San Antonio
Express-News. 

WaterSaver Home Check-Up.
Have a free home Check-Up from SAWS. Irrigation systems need 
constant maintenance. Keep yours set to manual and use sparingly.
Keep an eye on maintaining the system and learn how to use your
controller. Call the Conservation Department at 704-SAVE for an
appointment. We can also check for indoor leaks from toilets, faucets,
etc. Homeowners can determine quickly if they have leaks in their
homes by checking the leak indicator on their meter. Turn off all
water-using appliances before checking. The leak indicator is a 
triangle (usually black, white or red), located on the face of the
meter. If it is not moving, you do not have a leak. If it is moving,
there is a leak located somewhere in the home or the 
irrigation system.

Community Resources
The San Antonio Botanical Garden
555 Funston Place (207-3255)

Visit the Watersaver Landscape Garden and view a wide variety 
of plants and a number of different settings. Take advantage of
the professional staff, who can answer many of your questions.
www.sabot.org.

City of San Antonio Household
Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Center
7030 Culebra (207-6440)

Residents should take their household hazardous waste to the 
City facility (7030 Culebra – 207-6440). Bring your City Public
Service (CPS) bill showing the environmental fee for proof of 
residency. Open every Thursday – 10am to 7pm, Friday – 7am 
to 4pm and the first Saturday of each month – 8am to 1pm. 
Items accepted are used motor oil, batteries, brake fluid, antifreeze,
up to six tires, herbicides, pesticides, rat poison, household 
cleaners, pool chemicals, paint, paint thinners and strippers,
aerosol cans and solvents (construction material, tires, or items 
from businesses are not accepted). For more information visit
www.sanantonio.gov. These items should not be thrown in the
trash or drained into the street as they can pollute creeks, 
streams and groundwater.

Gardening & Landscaping Resources
Your local bookstore will have a wide variety of reference books on
watersaving landscape techniques. Look for books written espe-
cially for Texas. Key words to look for are perennials, xeriscapes,
native Texas plants, organic gardening and landscape design. Web
sites that carry advice specific to Texas are also helpful. Try
www.plantanswers.com.
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